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Location: Fannie Mae Conservatory                                                                                                                     

In attendance: CNA: Jules Kniolek, Girard Kinney, Emily Schwartz, Ryan McElroy SWNA: Priscilla Boston, David Boston 

WW/Dellwood I: Isaiah Tibbs,  Jonathan Lee  Blackland: Bo McCarver 

Isaiah Tibbs, Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. He asked the group whether they would prefer to take 

Priscilla Boston up on her offer to take notes and produce the meeting minutes, or whether anyone in attendance would 

offer to do so tonight instead. Girard Kinney felt there was nothing in the bylaws that prevented a non-voting member 

from doing that, and it was agreed that Priscilla would handle it for this meeting.  It was determined that the minutes 

would be distributed first to meeting attendees,  they would have 72 hours in which to review and submit 

comments/corrections before distributing to their neighborhoods or adding them to the UBC website, which Jennifer 

Potter-Miller is managing until which time a UBC Secretary is elected.  

Isaiah suggested that tonight’s meeting be an open discussion about (1) the bylaws and (2) the October 7 UBC District 9 

debate.  

Bylaws 

Girard wanted to discuss the UBC bylaws in relation to those of Govalle Johnston Terrace. In particular, they allow 

individuals to determine for themselves whether they want to represent their neighborhood at UBC.  Girard posed the 

question “are we OK with individuals simply declaring themselves as their neighborhood’s representative?”  Bo said that 

the neighborhood presidents have historically been contacted to verify that the individual who has volunteered is a 

legitimate representative of that neighborhood.  Action:  A contact list of neighborhood “officials” will be developed and 

maintained by either Priscilla or the newly elected UBC secretary to facilitate this verification process.   

Girard brought up the topic of the existing neighborhoods showing up in the UBC plan dated Oct 2002 on the city’s 

website falling into 3 sub-districts.  Cherrywood, Blackland/Holy Cross-Rogers-Washington and Wilshire Woods/Delwood 

I/Delwood II.  Schieffer-Willowbrook falls within the Cherrywood sub-district. David Boston brought up the issue of the 

Cherrywood Neighborhood allowing some infill options that other neighborhoods represented on the UBC Planning 

Team do not allow. Girard noted that if we want to change the # or composition of any of the sub-districts that we can 

do this at any time. This led to a discussion re the frustrations with the City’s Neighborhood Planning Office. Girard was 

unsuccessful at getting the Cherrywood sidewalk plan integrated into the UBC plan about 5 years ago, and other 

attendees stated that they have been present when an administrator in that office reported that none of the east side 

neighborhoods have requested plan updates.  Additional discussion revealed that further research is needed regarding 

the time window that must be complied with in order to get the plan officially updated.  Action:  None suggested.  

Isaiah brought up the topic of the composition of UBC neighborhood representatives,  he believes that it is 2 

homeowners, 1 renter and 1 business owner.  Action: Verify whether the city ordinance that created the planning areas 

mandates membership categories. Priscilla’s Follow-up: From the City’s Land Development Ordinance: 

§ 25-1-805 - NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN CONTACT TEAM. 

(A) The director shall initiate the formation of a neighborhood plan contact team. 

(B) The neighborhood plan contact team shall to the greatest extent practicable include at least one representative from each of the 

following groups within a neighborhood plan area: 
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(1) property owners; 

(2) residential renters; 

(3) business owners; and 

(4) neighborhood organization members owning or renting property within the neighborhood plan area. 

 

Emily Schwartz requested a copy of the bylaws to reference during this discussion. No paper copies were available, but 

she was informed that she can find them by contacting a simple google search using the terms “upper boggy creek 

planning team bylaws”. Action: Priscilla will track down both the original and the draft most recently worked on by the 

Planning Team and distribute them electronically and bring paper copies to the next meeting. 

UBC October 7 District 9 Candidates Debate 

Girard said there has been some consternation expressed about calling this a UBC sponsored event given the fact that 

the Blackland/Holy Cross-Rogers-Washington sub-district is in a different district for purposes of electing City Council 

representation. David reported that it was determined at a previous UBC meeting that those neighborhoods within UBC 

fall in District 1, and with 9 candidates it would make the debate forum unwieldy.  Bo McCarver stated that the 

Blackland/Holy Cross-Rogers-Washington neighborhoods did not have a problem with calling it a UBC sponsored event 

or not having the District 1 candidates included in the debate. Girard seemed to think that Delwood II also fell in another 

district, but was mistaken. David reported that Kenneth and Deana Henry had accepted the invitation to moderate the 

debate.  

David asked the group to assist in devising the questions that must be submitted in writing to the 3 District 9 candidates, 

and the group came up with the following suggestions: 

1. What can I expect the UBC neighborhoods to look like in 5 years?  (question was credited to Roscoe Overton) 

2. What will be your big push during your tenure as District 9 representative? 

3. Is it your position that policies regarding Accessory Dwelling Units be determined on a city-side or a 

neighborhood basis?  Please provide justification for the position that you take. 

4. What mobility initiatives will you pursue if Proposition 1 fails? 

5. What is your position on the best way to assure housing diversity within a given neighborhood?  What economic 

groups would you target to assure housing diversity? 

6. What is your position on overflow parking within neighborhoods? Please be specific about 2 sources in 

particular:  businesses, and micro housing units.  

7. How long do you think we can go on waiving parking requirements for businesses in close proximity to 

residences? 

8. Presently, both the city in trail planning and many developers are removing protected trees.  How can we 

preserve our tree canopy and keep Austin a green city? 

9. In light of the ideas that you have proposed, how do you also propose to preserve the character of existing 

neighborhoods? 

10. How would you propose to better integrate segregated schools? For example, Campbell Elementary’s 

enrollment by race/ethnicity in the year for which data is available on AISD’s website stands at 40.6% African 

American, 55.1% Hispanic and .6% Anglo. 
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11. How would you see a 10-1 Council resolving issues that will impact neighborhoods in different districts? 

OTHER UBC Business   

Bo McCarver thanked Isaiah for forwarding an inquiry from a party interested in pursuing a zoning change from MF to 

GO in order to develop a 3 story building at 1700 MLK.  He reported that they had made a presentation to the Blackland 

Neighborhood Association, but were poorly prepared to share visuals of the building that they propose to build.   Faced 

with many negative responses to their plan, the developers decided to withdraw their proposal.    

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm 
 


